
Course Selection
Rising Form I
2024-2025

• April 8, 2024

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to Upper School! I’m Mrs. Lake, the Upper School Registrar, and I’m here today to talk about course selection for next year. I’m hoping that this presentation gets you excited about your classes for next year and helps you start planning for Form I. We have a lot to cover, so let’s get started.



Course Selection Timeline
• March 8 – MS Conference Day; started discussing course selections with 

your advisor and parents

• April 8 – New Student Orientation

• April 15, 11:59 pm – Final course selections are due in OnCampus

• Mid-August – Schedules available to view

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s a general overview of how course selection works: You will look at the Course Catalog and Fine Arts options, talk with your parents about what you want to take, and complete your course selection in OnCampus by April 15 at 11:59 pm. I will make your schedule this summer, so if you need to change anything before the end of the year you can. 
Then, in August, I will send out an email to let you know that your schedule is available to view, and the time frame to make changes to your schedule if needed. It is usually a few days before school starts through the first rotation of classes.



Graduation
Requirements

Form I                          Form II                            Form III                        Form IV    

English
(4 Years)

English I English II English III Senior Seminars

Mathematics
(3 Years in US)

Placement 
(see Math flowchart)

Placement 
(see Math flowchart)

Placement 
(see Math flowchart)

History (2½ Years)

History of Art & 
Music (½ Year)

World History

History of
Art & Music

&
US Government

US History

World Language
(2 Years in US 

through level III)

Placement
(see language 

flowchart)

Placement
(see language 

flowchart)

Science
(3 Years)

Physics Chemistry Biology

Fine Arts
(1 Year)

Fine Art /
Mass 

Communications

Health / PE / 
Athletics

(3 1/2 Years)
Health I / PE PE PE Health II

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So what will you be taking next year? Each student is required to take between 4 and 6 academic classes per year. Here are the graduation requirements. We will be going through them subject by subject today.



All students enroll in 
English I

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First off, English - everyone in Form I takes English I.




Mathematics
• Placement from teacher
• Placement will appear in 

OnCampus

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Math 
You will enroll in Math based on a placement from your current Math teacher. Those conversations should have happened over the last few weeks.
You will see your Math placement in OnCampus when you go in to register. 
You should speak with your Math teacher if you or your parents do not agree with the placement, or if there are questions about the placement.



World Languages
• Options include Spanish, 

French, Latin, and 

Mandarin Chinese

• Placement from teacher

• Placement will appear in 

OnCampus

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
World Language
You will enroll in a World Language based on a placement by your current World Language teacher. Those conversations should have happened over the last few weeks.
You will see your World Language placement in OnCampus when you go in to register. 
You should speak with your World Language teacher if you or your parents do not agree with the placement, or if there are questions about the placement.
If you are not currently enrolled in a World Language, you will need to select one when you register.
We have the greatest number of class options for Spanish, so I am including the Spanish flowchart here so you can get an idea of what the progression of courses looks like based on your starting point.






Most students enroll in 
World History

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
History - The vast majority of students take World History in Form I. 





All students enroll in 
Physics

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Science - All Form I students take Physics.






Fine Arts
Options (select top three 
choices):
• Ceramics/Sculpture
• Filmmaking
• Photography
• Studio Art
• Drama
• Technical Theater
• Dance (Audition required)

• Debate
• Journalism (Prerequisite for 

yearbook and newspaper)
• Literary Magazine
• Orchestra (Audition required)
• Concert Choir
• Private Music Lessons (3 

years required to satisfy 
graduation requirement)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fine Arts: One of the main choices you get to make next year is what Fine Art you’d like to pursue. Here is a list of options, and you will find summaries of each of these classes in the Fine Arts Options document in the same email that contains this presentation.

Most courses can be taken repeatedly, or you can sign up for the next class in the sequence. Here are a few notes on particular disciplines:

Intro to Journalism – If you are interested in working on the yearbook or newspaper, the prerequisite for those classes is Intro to Journalism. Please note that the Literary Magazine does not have any prerequisites, so you can sign up for that class in Form I without having a journalism background.
If you are taking Dance or Orchestra, please note that these classes require auditions every year. For Drama, you will be placed in the introductory class in Form I, and then auditions are required every year after that. I believe auditions will be held in May, and your class placement will be determined then.
For other fine arts (like Film, Studio Art, etc.), you will sign up for the next course in the sequence each year that you choose to continue in Upper School.
Technical Theater is unique in that it is a semester-long class, so if you choose this option you will want to sign up for both semesters.






Health, PE and Athletics
• Two trimesters of PE

• One trimester of Health

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PE/Health: The requirement for Form I is two trimesters of PE and one trimester of Health. While the rest of Upper School is on a semester schedule, PE and Health returned to a trimester schedule this year to align with the sports seasons. 

As in the previous slide, in the same email where you found this presentation there is a link to a form where you will indicate how you plan to fulfill your PE requirement for next year. 
Please note that students who have a PE Exemption (those who play a sport that fulfills their PE requirement outside of Hockaday) will apply for this in August. 



Important Reminders
• Video on entering course selections in OnCampus

• Courses are not assigned based on when you register

• Contact me if you want to do something unique with 

your schedule

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are a few things to remember as you navigate the course selection process:
In the same email where you found this presentation, you will see a video that explains exactly how to sign up for your classes in OnCampus. The video is a step-by-step look at every single thing you need to click or select in order to sign up, which I hope makes it easy for you to register!
Courses are not assigned on a first-come, first-served basis. It doesn’t matter when you submit your course selections as long as you submit them by the deadline of April 15 at 11:59 pm.
If you want to do something out of the ordinary with your schedule, please contact me directly. My contact information is at the end of this presentation.
 






Timeline Revisited
• March 8 – MS Conference Day; started discussing course selections with 

your advisor and parents

• April 8 – New Student Orientation

• April 15, 11:59 pm – Final course selections are due in OnCampus

• Mid-August – Schedules available to view



QUESTIONS?

Katy Lake
usregistrar@hockaday.org

214-365-6671

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please contact me via email or phone if you have any questions. I’m happy to help!

mailto:usregistrar@hockaday.org
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