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Making schools greener,
one basil leaf at a time

URSULA LEONOWICZ

Education is an essential element
of the awareness and understand-
ingrequired tobe environmentally
conscious, so it’s no surprise that
private schools have become a
breeding ground for sustainable
thinkers —and, more importantly,
doers.

“Sustainability is important to
me because if not me, then who?”
said Annette Klar, a student at
Lower Canada College who’s en-
tering the school’s pre-university
program this fall. “Small projects
atahigh schoolin Montreal won’t
stop greenhouse gas emissions, but
they will raise awareness in the
student body and inspire teenag-
ers to fight for our planet.”

Klar first joined LCC’s Green

Team, after moving from Australia
toQuebecayearandahalfago,asa
way to meet new people and make
friends. It wasn’t until one of her
new friends — MariaLuisa Vigano,
another LCC student who is en-
tering the pre-university program
this fall — suggested the idea of a
Sustainable Greenhouse Growing
System Initiative (SGGSI) that she
became fully involved.

“Out of all the projects that the
Green Team conducts, I think that
the greenhouse is definitely what
I'm most proud of,” Klar said. “It
was a year-long fight with the
weather to keep our plants alive
and whilst at the end of the on-
slaught we only had a few strag-
glersliving, I've never tasted better
basil.”

Vigano, who’s been an LCC stu-

dentfor the past five years, says the
school always encouraged her to
take an active and leading role in
sustainability.

“With the help of Annie, my
main partner in the SGGSI, we
transformed the LCC greenhouse
to grow produce that can be used
directlybythe school’skitchenand
our community — at food banks,
for example,” she said.

Jean-Francois Maurice, who
teaches French and history and
is the school’s sustainable devel-
opment co-ordinator, points to a
number of other initiatives — like
We Walk for Water, and a project
with Monarch Watch — aimed at
making the school greener.

“Following what we started last
year, a one-page report which
describes the school’s CO2 pro-
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duction was produced,” Maurice
said. “A consultant will examine
the report and develop a strategy
tohelp usreach our goal of becom-
ing carbon neutral.”

At Selwyn House, where they
started recycling more than 30
years ago — before it was common-
place —alot of work goes into edu-
catingboth students and teachers

about paper waste.

“We really ask everyone to look
at how they use printer paper. We
use Google Classroom, so there’s a
lotless printing, and Grade 5and 6
students are using iPads, so we’'ve
reduced our paper usage alot,” said
Kathy Funamoto, the head of Sel-
wyn House’s elementary school.
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